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This is a communication from the examiner in charge of this application. 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In this application. If not included herewith (or 
previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from Issue at the 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant See 37 CFR 1.31 3 and MPEP 1308. 

^ This communication is responsive to t"^-^ <^ £57 /^/^^ ^ 3^/^ - ^ ^ 

JfflL The eUlowed claim(s) is/are . 

□ The drawings filed on are acceptable as fonnal drawings. 



Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or ( 

j^AII DSome* □ None of the: 

D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. — 



^0s!Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: . 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 
FOR SUBMITTING NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS, OR A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION. 

ifl CNT ron TUg gEBBEB&M 



□ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION, PTO-1 52, which discloses that 
the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

□ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

□ because the originally filed drawings>were declared by applicant to be Informal.. , ^ „ . - ' . - t : \ \ t ^ ^ 

□ including changes x^uxr^d by the Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948, attached hereto or to Paper No 

□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on , which has been approved 

by the examiner. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of Paper No 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. 

□ Note the attached Examiner^s comment regaiding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 

Any reply to this notice should include, in the upper right hand comer, the APPUCATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE/SERIAL NUMBER). If 
applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1 449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 - 

□ Notice of Infomial Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
*]S Inten/iew Summary, PTO-413 

^'^C Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

□ Examiner^ Comment Regarding Requirement for the Deposit of Biological Material 
^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 
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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Miller on March 18, 2004. 

In claim 41 , line 2, "substantially" has been deleted and - about - has been 
substituted therefor. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1-39, 41-46, 49 and 50 are allowable over the prior art for the reasons presented 
by applicant in the remarks filed January 16, 2004. In particular, the article by Murakami 
et al discloses the hydration of natural anhydrite, and Exhibit A filed on January 16, 
2004 even more clearly shows that "anhydrite" defines a natural anhydrite (i.e., not 
synthetic) which is found in nature as a constituent of evaporite deposits typically 
associated with gypsum, alkali halides and carbonates, and is not a generic term to 
describe anhydrous calcium sulfate. The natural anhydrite treated according to the 
process of Murakami et al would have different properties from the calcium sulphate 
anhydrite formed by the dehydration of calcium sulphate dihydrate formed from 
synthetic constituents, as recited in applicant's claims. There would be no motivation for 
one of ordinary skill in the art to substitute calcium sulphate anhydrite formed by 
dehydrating calcium sulphate dihydrate formed from synthetic constituents for the 
natural anhydrite disclosed by Murakami et al and to carry out the hydration in water or 
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a salt solution where the concentration of salt in solution is less than 1%, especially 
since the example of Murakami et al discloses hydration with a 15% solution of 
ammonium nitrate. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 



to Wayne Langel at telephone number 571-272-1353. 




Wayne Langel 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1754 



